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This study examines the changes in housing prices in Denver, Colorado. In order to determine
the variables that are most important, I performed multivariate regression to isolate and quantify
variables that are economically and statistically important. The results from the regression were
useful but did not provide any information on housing demand. As a part of my analysis, I also
tracked the population growth and average home prices. There appears to be a  strong
correlation between population growth and the mean home price.

Analysis

Regressions

I found data from Denver’s government website to perform this regression. The data was purely
cross-sectional. The data covered 46 variables. I reshaped the data to the nine most important
variables: total value, assessed value, land area, the area above ground, basement area,
finished basement area, number of bedrooms, number of full bathrooms, number of
half-bathrooms, and years since built. I performed two regressions. The first regression was to
determine an equation for the assessed value. The second regression was intended to predict
the total value based on these factors. I found that both regressions had p-values of zero,
therefore all variables were statistically significant. The regression on assessed value had a
much lower intercept than the regression on total value. The substantial difference between
these regressions lead me to believe that housing demand was high.

Population

Housing demand can be driven by many factors, but the two most important are income and
population.  I gathered data from the US Census to examine changes in the population of the
state of Colorado.  The dataset only provided estimates from 2010 to 2019. According to Figure
1, the population of colorado has been growing over the period. The population growth could be
an explanation for increased housing demand. If housing demand were in fact increasing, the
sales price would also be increasing.

Evolution of Price

I used data from Zillow to perform a time-series analysis. The Zillow Home Value Index (ZHVI) is
“a smoothed, seasonally adjusted measure of the typical home value and market changes
across a given region and housing type” (Zillow).  I used state, county, and city data tables to
track how average housing prices changed from 2000 to the present. In order to do this, I
downsampled the data to yearly estimates. I found the results to be interesting because the
average price at the county level matched the city levels. There was no differentiation. This is
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apparent in Figure 2. The only explanation I can think of for this behavior is that an
overwhelming majority of property transactions are taking place in the city of Denver rather than
the surrounding county. My reasoning stems from the fact that transactions in Denver would
impact the county as well.

Conclusions and directions for future research

Residential real estate in Denver is clearly becoming more expensive. The fact that the value of
the average home has doubled in the last ten years can be a signal for any number of economic
events or opportunities. Given that the market has already seen explosive growth over the last
ten years, investing in the market may not be a good idea. The market has signs of a housing
bubble. At the very least, the housing market in Denver, Colorado will stop growing at the
current rate. I started this project hoping to confirm my idea that Denver has real estate
opportunities at low costs. That is not the conclusion I reached. The future of this research will
lead to other cities in the United States. Tampa, Florida is an interesting place. I will apply many
of the same methods to analyze that market.
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